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The Commissioning Service 

On Tuesday 9th August six hundred people, mainly Mothers’ Union members with a good 

sprinkling of family and friends went to Lichfield Cathedral to attend the Commissioning 

Service for myself as Diocesan President and my fellow Trustee Board into their various 

roles. 

Although I have been Diocesan President since January 1st of this year, it was decided to 

hold the Commissioning Service on 9th August as that is the Feast of Mary Sumner who 

founded Mothers’ Union.  

This year we are celebrating 140 years of Mothers’ Union so we thought that it would 

make the day even more special. 

 

Bishop Geoff Annas gave the sermon in which he encouraged everyone, not just 

members, to reach out in God’s love, to restore harmony in our churches, our 

communities, our work places and in the world. 

Just being a member of Mothers’ Union allows God to enter your life in so many different 

ways, he changes you here and now, right where you are, enabling you to carry out the 

work he needs to be done. Just ask me why I was wearing a blouse with Giraffe’s printed 

on it at the Commissioning Service, that’s part of the story of my life changing journey. 

We are all influenced by the people around us, by their  

enthusiasm, their love, their passion –  

so is it hardly surprising that I am the fourth  

Diocesan President that has come from Cheddleton Branch.  

I follow in the footsteps of Val Farley, Jean Price and  

Joan Pearson – but it’s the members of the  

Diocese of Lichfield that elected me to this position –  

they have put their trust in me to not only  

continue the work, but to move it forward,  

to listen to and see God’s vision of where  

he needs us to work, right here and now – as the  

Bishop said ‘let’s start by helping to restore harmony’. 

 

Membership of Mothers’ Union can be tailored to suit your  

lifestyle, you don’t have to regularly attend branch meetings  

or even attend them at all. You can belong to a deanery or the diocese and receive 

information about the work we do via regular updates from the office. 

With my love and prayers to you all, Sue  

 

 

Thank you to everyone 

who made the 

Commissioning Service 

so special 
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Wedding Prayers 

Couples who have asked for 

our prayers this month are; 

Kellyanne & Adam 

1st October 

Rebecca & Richard 

Jade & Jamie  

15th October 

Rebecca & Jade are sisters 

and having a joint wedding 

We are still looking for 

Wedding Fayres  

to attend.  

Please let us know if you see 

one advertised in your area. 

A Letter from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Quiet Day on  

Monday 26th September 

there are places still available 

at Shallowford House 
 

‘God in an ever changing world’,  

led by The Ven. Sue Weller,  

Archdeacon of Walsall 

 

Contact the office for more details 



 

 

  

                                                         

Miss Mary-Jane Milner 

and Reverend Andrew 

Knight being enrolled by 

Branch Leader, Debbie 

Clough at St. Giles' 

Shrewsbury at the 

Celebration Service on 

19th June at St. Giles' 

 

             Mrs Edyth Milner               

(member for 25 years)     

with her daughter  

            Mary-Jane Milner   

 

St Andrews Porthill coffee morning.  

Raising £205. Well done everyone 
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Stafford St Mary's Mothers' Union had a 

garden party recently, celebrating the 

140th anniversary of our organisation. 

We had a lovely afternoon and raised 

money for MU's charities. Many thanks 

to Christine for hospitality. 

Have you asked for your certificate for your 

140th Anniversary Celebration? 
 

We know of some branches who have held celebration events, afternoon teas, and coffee 

mornings etc who have not asked for a certificate. 
 

If this applies to your branch or deanery please contact Adie at the office. 
 

If you have asked and not received please email Adie again. At the moment after the AGM, the 

Commissioning Service and then holidays we are trying to catch up on lots of administration 
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This photo captures the essence of the 

Commissioning Service 

Liz Binsley – retiring Diocesan President 

Bishop Geoff Annas 

Sue Egerton – Diocesan President 

 

                                                    

 

      

 

The wonderful 

Mothers’ Union 

Choir 

Such a  

BIG THANKYOU  

to Marion and all the 

ladies of the choir 

The Official Badge of Office 
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The display in Lichfield Cathedral from 9th to 16th August 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Just three of the 

many banners at 

the 

Commissioning 

Service 

This just says it all 
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Receiving the newsletter 

 

If you do not wish to receive the 

newsletter in the future please email the 
office and you will be removed from the 

mailing list 

 

If your friends, family or other members 
would like to receive the newsletter 

please email the office with their details 
and they will be added to the mailing list 

 

office@mothersunionlichfield.org.uk 
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Lichfield Mothers’ Union 
 

 

 

Mothers’ Union Office 

The Parish Church of  

St Thomas and St Andrew 

Doxey, Stafford. ST16 1EQ 

Telephone 01785 227221 
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Registered Charity Number 249942 
 
 

Thank you to everyone 

who has sent their 50p 

donation towards the 

cakes to be served after 

Bishop Michael’s 

Eucharist Service at the 

Cathedral. 

If your members have 

not met since the 

request for donations 

was announced, would 

you please ask at your 

next meeting?  

Many thanks Sue 

Are you planning your  

2017 programme yet? 
 

The theme is ‘Faith in Action’ 
 

We will be providing a couple of new meeting ideas for 

you to use next year. 
 

They will be based on Mothers’ Union information,  

set out ready for you to use, so please consider saving 

two meetings – perhaps a spring one and an autumn one -  

so that you can use what has been produced.  
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